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What is OBOB?
OBOB stands for Oregon Battle of the Books!

OBOB is a friendly reading competition. You will get into 
teams of 4-5 students and read a list of 16 books. 

You do NOT have to read all 16 unless you want to! I 
suggest reading about 4 or 5 of the books. To battle, your 
team will compete against one other team answering 
questions about the books from the list. 

Team sign-ups will be in mid-October, and the ACCESS 
OBOB Battles will be sometime in March!

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


The BOOKS!!



Allergic 
by Megan Wagner Lloyd

At home, Maggie is the odd one out. Her parents 
are preoccupied with getting ready for a new 
baby, and her younger brothers are twins and 

always in their own world. Maggie loves animals 
and thinks a new puppy to call her own is the 

answer, but when she goes to select one on her 
birthday, she breaks out in hives and rashes. 
She's severely allergic to anything with fur!

Can Maggie outsmart her allergies and find the 
perfect pet? With illustrations by Michelle Mee 
Nutter, Megan Wagner Lloyd uses inspiration 

from her own experiences with allergies to tell a 
heartfelt story of family, friendship, and finding a 

place to belong.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pa06LbVEPyE


Flor and Miranda 
Steal the Show 
by Jennifer Torres

Miranda is the lead singer in her family's musical 
band, Miranda y Los Reyes. Her family has worked 
hard performing at festivals and quinceañeras. 
Now, they have a shot at the main stage. How will 
Miranda make it a performance to remember?

Flor's family runs the petting zoo at Mr. Barsetti's 
carnival. When she accidentally overhears Mr. 
Barsetti and Miranda's dad talk about cutting the 
zoo to accommodate Miranda y Los Reyes's main 
stage salary, she knows she has to take action. Will 
she have the heart for sabotage once she and 
Miranda actually start to become friends?



From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil 
E. Frankweiler 
by E. L. Konigsburg
When Claudia decided to run away, she planned very carefully. 
She would be gone just long enough to teach her parents a 
lesson in Claudia appreciation. And she would go in comfort - 
she would live at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. She saved 
her money, and she invited her brother Jamie to go, mostly 
because he was a miser and would have money.

Claudia was a good organizer (and Jamie had some ideas, too) 
so the two took up residence at the museum right on 
schedule. But once the fun of settling in was over, Claudia had 
two unexpected problems: She felt just the same, and she 
wanted to feel different; and she found a statue at the 
Museum so beautiful she could not go home until she had 
discovered its maker, a question that baffled the experts, too.

The former owner of the statue was Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler. 
Without her—well, without her, Claudia might never have found 
a way to go home.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=viAsdmXYBYc


The Jumbies 
by Tracey Baptiste

“All great literature is one of two stories; a man goes on a journey or a 
stranger comes to town.”

-Leo Tolstoy

Corinne La Mer claims she isn’t afraid of anything. Not scorpions, not the boys 
who tease her, and certainly not jumbies. They’re just tricksters made up by 

parents to frighten their children. Then one night Corinne chases an agouti all 
the way into the forbidden forest, and shining yellow eyes follow her to the 

edge of the trees. They couldn’t belong to a jumbie.. or could they?

When Corinne spots a beautiful stranger at the market the very next day, she 
knows something extraordinary is about to happen. When this same beauty, 
called Severine, turns up at Corinne’s house, danger is in the air. Severine 
plans to claim the entire island for the jumbies. Corinne must call on her 

courage and her friends and learn to use ancient magic she didn’t know she 
possessed to stop Severine and to save her island home.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dxfm4UXCGU


The List of Things That Will 
Not Change
by Rebecca Stead

After her parents' divorce, Bea's life became different in many ways. But she 
can always look back at the list she keeps in her green notebook to 
remember the things that will stay the same. The first and most important: 
Mom and Dad will always love Bea, and each other.

When Dad tells Bea that he and his boyfriend, Jesse, are getting married, 
Bea is thrilled. Bea loves Jesse, and when he and Dad get married, she'll 
finally (finally!) have what she's always wanted--a sister. Even though she's 
never met Jesse's daughter, Sonia, Bea is sure that they'll be "just like 
sisters anywhere."

As the wedding day approaches, Bea will learn that making a new family 
brings questions, surprises, and joy.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2m3iA0blCo


The Lion of Mars
by Jennifer L. Holm

Life on Mars is pretty standard…. until a mysterious virus hits. Don’t 
miss this timely and unputdownable novel from the bestselling author 
of The Fourteenth Goldfish.

Bell has spent his whole life--all eleven years of it--on Mars. But he's 
still just a regular kid--he loves cats and any kind of cake, and is 
curious about the secrets the adults in the US colony are keeping. 
Like, why don't they have contact with anyone on the other Mars 
colonies? Why are they so isolated? When a virus breaks out and the 
grown-ups all fall ill, Bell and the other children are the only ones who 
can help. It's up to Bell--a regular kid in a very different world--to 
uncover the truth and save his family...and possibly unite an entire 
planet.

Mars may be a world far, far away, but in the hands of Jennifer L. Holm, 
beloved and bestselling author of The Fourteenth Goldfish, it can't 
help but feel like home.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBkX-GGu4zM


The Midnight Children 
by  Dan Gemeinhart

In the dead of night, a truck arrives in Slaughterville, a small town 
curiously named after its windowless slaughterhouse. Seven 

mysterious kids with suitcases step out of the vehicle and into an 
abandoned home on a dead-end street, looking over their 

shoulders to make sure they aren't noticed. 

But Ravani Foster covertly witnesses their arrival from his 
bedroom window. Timid and lonely, Ravani is eager to learn 

everything he can about his new neighbors: What secrets are they 
hiding? And most mysterious of all...where are the adults? 

Yet amid this shadowy group of children, Ravani finds an 
unexpected friend in the warm and gutsy Virginia. But with this 
friendship comes secrets revealed—and danger. When Ravani 

learns of a threat to his new friends, he must fight to keep them 
safe, or lose the only person who has ever understood him.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lzhd42MMWN8


Molly and the Twin 
Towers: A 9/11 
Survival Story 
by Jessika Fleck

Life in lower Manhattan is normal for Molly, her 
dads, and younger sister. But on September 11, 

2001, everything changes. Molly and her younger 
sister, Adeline, are at school when the first plane 

hits the World Trade Center. When the Twin Towers 
fall, the city is thrown into chaos. Papa, a pilot, is 

flying, Dad can't be reached, and Gran, an EMT with 
the New York Fire Department, is at Ground Zero. 

It's up to Molly to find her sister and navigate a city 
she no longer recognizes.



New From Here 
by Kelly Yang

When the coronavirus hits Hong Kong, ten-year-old Knox Wei-Evans’s mom 
makes the last-minute decision to move him and his siblings back to 
California, where they think they will be safe. Suddenly, Knox has two days 
to prepare for an international move—and for leaving his dad, who has to 
stay for work.

At his new school in California, Knox struggles with being the new kid. His 
classmates think that because he’s from Asia, he must have brought over 
the virus. At home, Mom just got fired and is panicking over the loss of 
health insurance, and Dad doesn’t even know when he’ll see them again, 
since the flights have been cancelled. And everyone struggles with Knox’s 
blurting-things-out problem.

As racism skyrockets during COVID-19, Knox tries to stand up to hate, 
while finding his place in his new country. Can you belong if you’re feared; 
can you protect if you’re new? And how do you keep a family together 
when you’re oceans apart? Sometimes when the world is spinning out of 
control, the best way to get through it is to embrace our own lovable 
uniqueness.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLhSNgiij00


Rez Dogs
by Joseph Bruchac

Malian loves spending time with her grandparents at their home on a 
Wabanaki reservation—she’s there for a visit when, suddenly, all travel 
shuts down. There’s a new virus making people sick, and Malian will have 
to stay with her grandparents for the duration.

Everyone is worried about the pandemic, but Malian knows how to keep 
her family safe: She protects her grandparents, and they protect her. She 
doesn’t go out to play with friends, she helps her grandparents use video 
chat, and she listens to and learns from their stories. And when Malsum, 
one of the dogs living on the rez, shows up at their door, Malian’s family 
knows that he’ll protect them too.

Told in verse inspired by oral storytelling, this novel about the COVID-19 
pandemic highlights the ways in which Indigenous nations and 
communities cared for one another through plagues of the past, and how 
they keep caring for one another today.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kt7loldrT5k


Swim Team
by Johnnie Christmas

Bree can't wait for her first day at her new middle school, Enith 
Brigitha, home to the Mighty Manatees--until she's stuck with the only 
elective that fits her schedule, the dreaded Swim 101. The thought of 
swimming makes Bree more than a little queasy, yet she's forced to 
dive headfirst into one of her greatest fears. Lucky for her, Etta, an 
elderly occupant of her apartment building and former swim team 

captain, is willing to help.

With Etta's training and a lot of hard work, Bree suddenly finds her 
swim-crazed community counting on her to turn the school's failing 
team around. But that's easier said than done, especially when their 
rival, the prestigious Holyoke Prep, has everything they need to leave 

the Mighty Manatees in their wake.

Can Bree defy the odds and guide her team to a state championship, 
or have the Manatees swum their last lap--for good?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iv5E0TnFjT4


The Trouble with Chickens
by Doreen Cronin

J.J. Tully is a former search-and-rescue dog who is trying to enjoy his 
retirement after years of performing daring missions saving lives. So 
he's not terribly impressed when two chicks named Dirt and Sugar 
(who look like popcorn on legs) and their chicken mom show up 

demanding his help to track down their missing siblings. Driven by the 
promise of a cheeseburger, J.J. begins to track down clues. Is Vince the 
Funnel hiding something? Are there dark forces at work - or is J.J. not 

smelling the evidence that's right in front of him?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPIPr6VikHQ


Heartwood Hotel:
A True Home
 by  Kallie George

When Mona the Mouse stumbles across the wondrous world 
of the Heartwood Hotel in the middle of a storm, she 

desperately hopes they'll let her stay. As it turns out, Mona 
is precisely the maid they need at the grandest hotel in 

Fernwood Forest, where animals come from far and wide for 
safety, luxury, and comfort. But the Heartwood Hotel is not 
all acorn souffle and soft moss-lined beds. Danger lurks, 
and as it approaches, Mona finds that this hotel is more 
than a warm place to spend the night. It might also be a 

home.

http://www.heartwoodhotel.com


When You Trap a 
Tiger 

by Tae Keller
Would you make a deal with a magical tiger? This uplifting story 
brings Korean folklore to life as a girl goes on a quest to unlock 

the power of stories and save her grandmother.

Some stories refuse to stay bottled up...

When Lily and her family move in with her sick grandmother, a 
magical tiger straight out of her halmoni's Korean folktales 

arrives, prompting Lily to unravel a secret family history. Long, 
long ago, Halmoni stole something from the tigers. Now they want 

it back. And when one of the tigers approaches Lily with a 
deal--return what her grandmother stole in exchange for 

Halmoni's health--Lily is tempted to agree. But deals with tigers 
are never what they seem! With the help of her sister and her 
new friend Ricky, Lily must find her voice...and the courage to 

face a tiger.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsc2Kq8POAc


Ways to Make Sunshine 
by  Renée Watson

Ryan Hart and her family live in Portland, Oregon, and her 
dad lost his job a while ago. He finally got a new one, but it 

pays less, and he'll have to work nights. And so they're 
selling the second car and moving to an (old) new house. 

The Harts are an “every family” - a family with siblings who 
bicker, parents who don't always get it right, but a family 

that loves. A family working hard to make it in tough 
economic times, a family with traditions and culture, a 

family that tries new things. This is a Black family growing 
up in middle class America. And Ryan is a girl who has much 
on her mind - school, family, friends, self-image - but who 
knows how to make sunshine out of setbacks. Packed with 

humour and heart alongside meaningful and thoughtful 
moments, Ryan Hart is the character everyone will want to 

be best friends with.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G04aeLlBSq4


Zeus and the Thunderbolt of Doom*
by Joan Holub & Suzanne Williams

Ten-year-old Zeus is mystified (and super-annoyed) by the fact 
that he keeps getting hit by lightning. Every. Single. Year. He also 
longs for adventure, as he has never been far from the cave 
where he grew up. Zeus gets his wish—and a lot more than he 
bargained for—when he is kidnapped by dangerous, giant Titans! 
In self-defense, Zeus grabs the first thing he sees—an actual 
thunderbolt he pulls from a stone that is covered in mysterious 
markings. Zeus is the only one who can decipher the markings, 
and sets off on a quest to rescue his fellow Olympians from the 
evil Cronus. Armed with his trusty thunderbolt (named Bolt, of 
course), Zeus is on an adventure of a lifetime—and a journey to 
fulfill his destiny as King of the Gods.

*NOT the graphic novel 
version

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_yhZxsqCo8

